knee-jerks, some observers preferring one, some another. The patient may be either in the sitting or in the recumbent posture, and the legs may either be allowed some spontaneous position, or else be held up at the knee by the observer. Some authorities strike the ligamentum patellse sharply with the finger tips, others with the edge of the hand, others again, with the narrow edge of some hard object, such as a thin book or a bed-letter case; whilst some will use nothing but a special hammer.
When 
